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Lesson	#1-	Pourquoi	le	français?	
Why	French?	

Grade	4	FSL	 Duration:	1h-1.5h	
	
Specific	Learner	Outcomes:	

	
Learning	Objective:	

	
Assessments:	

3.1	,	3.3	,	3.7	,	4.1	,	4.5	 The	students	will	be	able	to	
recognize	familiar	French	
words.	
The	students	will	be	able	to	
explain	why	they	are	learning	
French.	

Formative	assessment	of	prior	
knowledge	done	through	class	
discussion/brainstorming.	
Formative	assessment	during	
observations	by	teacher.	

	

Preparation	required:	Print	off	“Que	prefères-tu?”	handout,	bring	in	or	have	items	ready	to	show	
bilingual	labels.	

Introduction	(15-20	minutes):		
Hook/Attention	grabber:	Bonjour!	Who	can	speak	more	than	one	language?	
Introduction:		Class	discussion	about	languages,	and	about	why	we	would	want	to	learn	French?	
How	can	it	help	us?	What	does	it	mean	to	be	bilingual?	Is	Canada	bilingual?	What	do	we	know	about	
Quebec?	(take	this	opportunity	to	show	bilingual	labels	on	items)	
	
Pre-task	(10-15	minutes):	Let	students	brainstorm	French	words	that	students	already	know	in	
their	desk	groups/in	pairs.	Then	have	students	share	what	they	brainstormed	and	write	on	the	
board.	You	can	then	introduce	the	idea	that	there	are	a	lot	of	French	words	that	we	actually	use	in	
English-	ask	questions	and	give	hints	to	help	students	come	up	with	some	of	these	words.	The	
following	is	a	list	of	words	that	students	may	come	up	with,	and	that	as	a	teacher	you	can	bring	
up/give	prompts	for:		

• Bonjour	
• au	revoir	
• merci	
• je	m’appelle	
• oui	
• non	
• poutine	
• café	
• r.s.v.p.	
• chic	
• cliché	
• baguette	
• déja-vu	
• haut-couture	
• mirage	

• crème	brûlée	
• crêpe	
• cul-de-sac	
• croissant	
• matinée	
• encore	
• souvenir	
• décor	
• eau	de	toilette	
• fiancé	
• éclair	
• entrée	
• à	la	carte	
• escargot	
• façade	

• bon	appétit	
• bon	voyage	
• c’est	la	vie	
• grand	prix	
• ballet	
• bouquet	
• boutique	
• hors	d’hoeuvre	
• en	route	
• mardi	gras	
• motif	
• mousse	
• omelette	
• silhouette	
• vinaigrette
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Task	(35-45	minutes)	
Task	#1:	Students	will	sort	the	list	of	French	words	that	have	been	brainstormed	into	two	groups:	
food,	and	other/not	food.	Students	may	work	in	partners	or	individually.			
Assessment/Differentiation:	The	teacher	will	walk	throughout	the	class	and	make	observations.	
Once	students	have	completed	this	activity	you	can	have	students	share	answers.		
	
Task	#2:	Students	will	each	create	their	own	survey	using	the	handout.	Students	will	choose	two	
items	from	the	list	of	words	that	were	brainstormed	(ex:	café	and	baguette),	and	go	around	the	
class	and	ask	which	one	students	prefer	ex:	café	ou	baguette?	Option:	Depending	on	your	judgement	
of	students’	prior	knowledge	of	French,	you	can	increase	the	difficulty	by	having	students	ask	instead,	
“Que	préfères-tu,	café	ou	baguette?”	Students	can	then	accordingly	fill	in	their	survey	based	on	their	
classmates’	answers	using	the	handout.	This	is	a	great	starting	point	to	create	an	atmosphere	in	
your	class	that	promotes	communication.	
Assessment/Differentiation:	The	teacher	can	participate	in	the	survey	with	students.	During	
interactions	with	students	the	teacher	can	ensure	students	are	speaking	in	French	(café	ou	
baguette)	
	
	
Post-task	(5-10	minutes):	
During	the	post-task,	it	is	up	to	you	as	the	teacher	to	determine	what	elements	students	struggled	
with	or	were	brought	up	in	the	task.	Examples	include	vocabulary,	pronunciation,	or	grammatical	
elements.	

The	post-task	is	also	a	great	time	to	have	students	share	their	accomplishments	from	the	task.	

The	post-task	for	this	lesson	might	address	the	following:	

• Have	 students	 share	 what	 they	 learned	 (Que-préfère	 la	 class?	 La	 class	 préfère…).	
Encourage	risk-taking-	it’s	ok	if	your	accent	is	not	perfect!	
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Lesson	#2-	Bonjour!	
Greetings	

Grade	4	FSL	 Duration:	1h	
	
Specific	Learner	Outcomes:	

	
Learning	Objective:	

	
Assessments:	

2.14	,	2.15	 The	students	will	be	able	to	
communicate	in	French	using	
basic	greetings.	

Formative	assessment	of	
conversations	and	
observations	during	task.	
Formative	assessment	of	class	
discussion	reflecting	on	
activities	during	the	post-task.	

	

Preparation	required:	Print	off	“Mon	dictionnaire	personnel”	for	each	student-	it	is	recommended	
to	put	this	in	a	duotang	as	it	will	be	used	all	year.	

Introduction	(5-10	minutes):	
Hook/Attention	grabber:	Bonjour!	
Introduction:	Review:	What	does	it	mean	to	be	“bilingue?”	French	words	that	we	already	know		
	
Pre-task	(25	minutes):		What	is	normally	the	first	thing	we	would	say	to	someone	when	we	meet	
them?		Hi,	my	name	is…,	how	are	you?	So	we	will	be	learning	how	to	say	this	in	French.	Does	
anyone	know	how	to	say	hello	in	French?	Does	anyone	know	how	to	say	“my	name	is..”.	Does	
anyone	know	how	to	say	“How	are	you?”	Students	may	already	know	how	to	say	some	of	these	
things,	if	they	do	that’s	great,	and	then	you	can	have	the	whole	class	repeat	the	word/phrase.	If	not,	
no	worries,	you	will	learn	all	of	this	today!	
	
Introduce	the	personal	dictionaries:	Throughout	the	year	students	will	be	adding	words	to	their	
own	personal	dictionary,	which	they	can	use	during	activities.	The	French	words	are	already	in	the	
dictionary,	and	as	a	class	we	will	go	through	some	words	each	week,	discuss	what	they	mean,	and	
then	each	student	will	write	down	the	translation	in	their	own	words	(the	teacher	can	model	on	the	
board).		
	
Next,	hand	out	personal	dictionaries	to	students.	You	will	then	go	through	the	following	list	of	
words/phrases.	Students	will	write	down	the	corresponding	English	word	in	their	personal	
dictionaries.	

Bonjour-	“We	know	that	this	means	hi/hello,	so	you	can	write	that	next	to	bonjour”	

Comment	t’appelles-tu?-	“Who	remembers	what	this	means?	Who	has	a	guess	for	what	this	
means?		This	is	asking,	what	is	your	name.	Can	everyone	repeat	after	me	:	Comment	t’appelles-tu?”	

Je	m’appelle..	–		“Any	guesses	for	this?	This	means:	my	name	is…	Repeat	after	me	:	Je	m’appelle…”	
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This	is	a	great	time	to	stop	and	have	some	students	model	this	interaction	(Comment	t’appelles-tu?	
Je	m’appelle…).Have	a	few	different	pairs	of	students	model	this	conversation.	

Comment	ça	va?	–	«	Does	anyone	have	a	guess	for	what	this	means?	This	is	asking:	how	are	you?”	
Can	everyone	repeat:	Comment	ça	va?”	

Ça	va	bien.	–	«	Any	guesses	for	what	this	means?	“This	means:	I’m	good/I’m	doing	well.”	

Ça	va	mal.	–	“This	one	is	similar	to	the	last	one,	but	means	something	different.	Any	guesses?	This	
would	be	a	way	of	saying:	I’m	not	doing	good/I’m	sad.”	

This	is	a	great	time	to	stop	and	have	some	students	model	these	new	sentences	(Comment	ça	va?	Ça	
va	bien/mal.)	Have	a	few	different	pairs	of	students	model	this	conversation.	

Et	toi?	–	This	is	how	we	would	say:	and	you?	So	if	for	example	I	am	talking	with	_____(choose	a	
student),	he/she	would	say	“comment	ça	va?”,	I	could	answer	“Ça	va	bien.	Et	toi?”,	and	then	the	
student	could	answer	(prompt	student	to	answer	out	loud)	“Ça	va	bien/mal.”	

Au	revoir	–	“And	who	can	tell	me	what	this	last	one	means?	Bye/Goodbye.”	

Once	again	have	some	students	model	this	(Comment	ça	va?	Ça	va	bien/mal,	et	toi?	Ça	va	bien/mal.)	
Have	a	few	different	pairs	of	students	model	this	conversation.	
	
Task	(20	minutes):		Now	that	we	have	learned	all	these	new	words,	we	are	actually	going	to	use	
them.	Today	you	are	going	to	get	the	chance	to	go	around	and	have	conversations	in	French	with	
your	classmates.	We	are	going	to	do	something	called	a	“Stand	up,	hand	up,	pair	up.”	Once	I	am	
done	explaining	you	will	first	stand	up,	and	then	put	your	hand	up.	Find	someone	else	in	the	class	
who	also	has	their	hand	up,	and	then	you	will	become	a	pair.	After	your	conversation	is	over,	you	
will	both	put	your	hands	back	up,	and	find	a	new	partner.		
	
For	your	conversations	you	will	be	using	the	French	sentences	we	learned	today.	You	could	say	
bonjour,	and	then	ask	them	their	name,	you	could	say	bonjour	and	ask	them	how	they	are,	and	then	
maybe	they	will	ask	you	back.	So	this	is	an	open	conversation.		
	
Next	have	some	students	come	up	and	model	what	a	conversation	could	look	like.	And	then	ask	
another	pair	of	students	to	come	show	a	conversation	that	is	a	bit	different.	Give	your	students	5-10	
minutes	to	do	this	hand	up,	stand	up,	pair	up	activity.	You	as	the	teacher	can	also	participate	in	this	
activity	and	can	be	making	observations	and	formative	assessment.		
	
Post-task	(5	minutes):	
During	the	post-task,	it	is	up	to	you	as	the	teacher	to	determine	what	elements	students	struggled	
with	or	were	brought	up	in	the	task.	Examples	include	vocabulary,	pronunciation,	or	grammatical	
elements.	

The	post-task	is	also	a	great	time	to	have	students	share	their	accomplishments	from	the	task.	
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The	post-task	for	this	lesson	might	address	the	following:	
• Class	discussion/reflection:	was	this	easy	or	hard?		
• Have	some	students	model	conversations	
• Discuss	what	else	students	might	want/need	to	learn	in	French.	
• You	might	want	to	take	in	the	dictionaries	at	the	end	since	they	will	be	used	year	long.	
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Lesson	#3-	Vous	et	tu	
Manners	

Grade	4	FSL	 Duration:	30	min	
	
Specific	Learner	Outcomes:	

	
Learning	Objective:	

	
Assessments:	

2.14	,	3.8	 The	students	will	be	able	to	
recognize	the	difference	
between	a	formal	and	informal	
situation.	

Formative	assessment	of	class	
discussion,	and	observation	
during	role-play.	

	

Preparation	required:		Have	personal	dictionaries	ready,	and	contact	your	principal	if	you	would	
like	him	or	her	to	stop	by	for	a	visit	(so	your	students	can	show	off/use	formal	conversations)	

Introduction	(1	minute):	
Hook/Attention	grabber:	Bonjour!	Comment	ça	va?	
Introduction:	Today,	we	are	going	to	be	talking	about	manners	in	French.	
	
Pre-task	(20	minutes):	Class	discussion	about	manners:	why	are	manners	important?	When	do	
we	use	manners	in	Canada?	(please,	thank	you).	In	French,	it’s	also	important	to	know	how	to	say	
please	and	thank	you,	but	there	is	also	a	certain	way	of	talking	to	people	depending	on	if	it’s	a	
casual	situation	or	a	more	formal	situation.	For	more	casual	situations	we	can	talk	to	someone	
using	“tu”	(which	means	you),	but	in	more	formal	situations	we	have	to	use	“vous”	(which	is	the	
fancy	way	of	saying	‘you’	or	a	way	to	say	‘you	guys/a	group	of	people’).	Then	discuss	and	add	the	
following	words	to	the	dictionaries:	
	
Merci	–	Thank	you	
S’il-te	plait-	Please	(informal)	
S’il-vous	plait-	Please	(formal)	
Et	vous?	–	And	you?	(formal)	
	
Students	will	get	the	chance	to	role	play	formal	and	informal	situations.	Brainstorm	as	a	class	
formal	and	informal	situations.	Ex:	

	

If	we	are	students	

Informal:	
-talking	with	a	friend	
-talking	with	my	family	
-talking	with	classmates	
-someone	you	know	well	

Formal:	
-talking	to	a	principal,	a	police	officer	or	

someone	in	charge	
-talking	to	someone	much	older	than	you	

-a	stranger	
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Next,	model	what	a	formal	and	informal	conversation	would	look	like.		
	
Formal	
Principal:	Bonjour,	comment	ça	va?	
Student	:	Ça	va	bien	merci,	et	vous?	
Principal	:	Ça	va	bien	merci.	
Student	:	Au	revoir.	
	
Informal		
Friend:	Bonjour,	comment	ça	va?	
Student	:	Ça	va	bien	merci,	et	toi?	
Friend	:	Ça	va	bien	merci.	
Student	:	Au	revoir.	
	
Task	(5	minutes):	For	this	task	each	student	will	choose	a	character	to	play	(ex:	I	am	a	grade	4	
student,	I	am	a	brother/sister,	I	am	a	friend,	I	am	the	principal,	I	am	a	firefighter,	I	am	a	senior	
citizen).		
	
Students	must	find	a	partner,	tell	each	other	who	they	are	and	then	have	a	conversation	(formal	or	
informal	depending	on	the	role-play	characters	chosen).	Note	that	if	they	have	both	chose	“formal”	
character,	we	will	assume	that	they	don’t	know	each	other	very	well	and	it	is	a	formal	situation.	
	
Post-task	(4	minutes):	
During	the	post-task,	it	is	up	to	you	as	the	teacher	to	determine	what	elements	students	struggled	
with	or	were	brought	up	in	the	task.	Examples	include	vocabulary,	pronunciation,	or	grammatical	
elements.	

The	post-task	is	also	a	great	time	to	have	students	share	their	accomplishments	from	the	task.	

The	post-task	for	this	lesson	might	address	the	following:	

• Have	 some	 students	 model	 an	 informal	 conversation,	 and	 have	 some	 students	 model	 a	
formal	conversation.	

• As	a	fun	surprise	for	your	students,	ask	your	principal	or	vice-principal	to	come	in	and	say	
Bonjour!	 Let	 your	 kids	 show	 off	what	 they	 learned	 and	 have	 a	 formal	 conversation	with	
him/her.	
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Lesson	#4-	Les	Phrases	de	base	
Basic	Phrases	

Grade	4	FSL	 Duration:	1h	
	
Specific	Learner	Outcomes:	

	
Learning	Objective:	

	
Assessments:	

2.14	,	2.15	,	4.1	 The	students	will	be	able	to	
recognize	vocabulary	related	to	
basic	phrases	and	some	
classroom	items.	

Formative	assessment	and	
observation	during	charades.	

	

Preparation	required:	Print	off	and	cut	the	“Charades	List”	-	one	for	each	group.	You	may	choose	to	
create	groups	of	4	or	5	ahead	of	time,	or	you	can	allow	students	to	choose	their	own	groups.	Have	
the	personal	dictionaries	ready.	Have	blank	paper	or	white	scrap	paper	ready	for	
charades/pictionary.	

Introduction	(10	minutes):	
Hook/Attention	grabber:	Bonjour,	comment	ça	va?	
Introduction:	Review	phrases	learned	so	far	by	calling	on	students	and	asking	them	how	they	are,	
or	what	their	name	is	(in	French).	Review	the	difference	between	a	formal	and	informal	situation	
(we	use	“tu”	for	people	that	we	know	well,	and	we	use	“vous”	when	it	is	someone	we	don’t	know	
very	well/is	an	authority	figure).	
	
Pre-task	(	15	minutes):	For	the	pre-task	you	will	go	through	the	following	list	of	words	in	the	
dictionaries.	Read	out	the	French	word	and	then	see	if	students	are	able	to	guess	or	know	what	it	
means.	If	they	do	not	know	you	can	tell	them	what	it	means.	Have	students	repeat	words	out	loud.	
Make	sure	to	ask	students	how	they	figured	out	what	a	word/phrase	meant	(what	strategy	did	they	
use?).		

Puis-je	aller	au	toilette?-	«	Does	anyone	have	a	guess	for	what	this	means?	Can	I	go	to	the	
bathroom”	Have	students	repeat	this	phrase.	

Puis-je	aller	boire	de	l’eau?-«		This	one	is	like	the	last	one-	any	guesses?	Can	I	go	get	a	drink	of	
water.”	Have	students	repeat	this	phrase.	

Les	étudiants-	“What	are	you	guys?	Students”	

L’enseignant(e)-	“And	what	am	I?	The	teacher.”	

Allez-y!-		“This	one	means	let’s	go!”	

La	porte-		“Can	anyone	guess	what	this	is?	This	is	a	door.”	

Un	pupitre-	“This	is	an	object	in	our	class-	any	guesses?	A	desk.”	
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Le	tableau-	“This	is	something	white	that	you	can	see	in	the	class.	The	whiteboard”	

Le	tapis-	“This	is	a	carpet.”	

Une	fenêtre-	“This	is	something	transparent	in	the	class.	A	window”	
	
Task	(20-25	minutes):	Split	your	class	into	groups	of	4	or	5	students.	Student	will	take	turns	
picking	a	slip	of	paper	and	then	must	act	out	or	draw	the	word.	All	students	can	use	their	
dictionaries	during	this	activity	if	they	need	to-	but	encourage	them	to	challenge	themselves	to	use	
the	dictionary	as	little	as	possible.	The	other	students	must	guess	what	the	person	is	acting	
out/drawing-	just	like	Pictionary	or	charades.	In	order	for	the	guess	to	count	it	must	be	in	French.	
	
If	students	finish	early,	they	can	go	through	the	list	again.	
	
Post-task	(5-10	minutes):	
During	the	post-task,	it	is	up	to	you	as	the	teacher	to	determine	what	elements	students	struggled	
with	or	were	brought	up	in	the	task.	Examples	include	vocabulary,	pronunciation,	or	grammatical	
elements.	

The	post-task	is	also	a	great	time	to	have	students	share	their	accomplishments	from	the	task.	

The	post-task	for	this	lesson	might	address	the	following:	

• Review	some	of	the	vocabulary	that	students	had	difficulty	with	
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Lesson	#5-	La	salle	de	classe		
The	Classroom	

Grade	4	FSL	 Duration:	30	-	45	minutes	
	
Specific	Learner	Outcomes:	

	
Learning	Objective:	

	
Assessments:	

2.10	,	2.14	,	2.15	,	3.3	,	4.1	 The	students	will	be	able	to	
label	classroom	items.	

Formative	assessment	of	
students’	presentation	of	items,	
and	formative	assessment	of	
class	discussions.	

	

Materials	and	Equipment:	Print	off	“Classroom	Labels.”	Have	French/English	dictionaries	available	
(as	many	as	possible).	Print	off	the	“Labelling	List”	and	cut	out.	

Introduction	(5	minutes):	
Hook/Attention	grabber:	Bonjour,	comment	ça	va?	
Introduction:	What	do	we	do	if	there	is	a	word	in	French	and	we	don’t	know	the	answer?	(Ask	the	
teacher,	ask	a	friend,	look	in	our	personal	dictionaries,	or	look	in	a	French/English	dictionary.	
These	are	all	examples	of	strategic	competence)	
	
Pre-task	(15	minutes):	First	we	are	going	to	learn	how	to	use	an	English	/French	dictionary.	
Explain	to	students	how	the	dictionary	is	divided	in	two	parts-	one	side	starts	with	the	French	
word,	and	one	side	starts	with	the	English	word.	Practice	by	giving	your	students	a	word	to	look	up	
(Ex:	how	would	I	say	“flower”	in	French.)	
	
Next,	assign	each	student	one	of	the	items	from	the	“Labelling	List”	(if	needed	you	can	give	multiple	
students	“le	pupitre”	or	“la	fenêtre”).	Each	student	must	look	up	their	word	in	the	dictionary	to	find	
out	what	it	is,	and	then	write	that	word	on	a	label.		If	they	have	enough	time	they	may	also	decorate.	
These	labels	can	be	kept	up	around	the	classroom	for	the	rest	of	their	year.	
	
Task	(5-10	minutes):	Each	student	will	have	the	opportunity	to	tape/place	their	label	on	the	
corresponding	item	in	the	class,	and	remain	standing	beside	their	item.	You	will	then	go	around	the	
class	and	each	student	will	present	their	item	out	loud	to	the	class:		“Voici	le/la…”	(Here	is	…).	After	
students	have	presented	their	item	have	the	rest	of	the	class	repeat	the	word	out	loud.		
	
Post-task	(5	minutes):	
During	the	post-task,	it	is	up	to	you	as	the	teacher	to	determine	what	elements	students	struggled	
with	or	were	brought	up	in	the	task.	Examples	include	vocabulary,	pronunciation,	or	grammatical	
elements.	

The	post-task	is	also	a	great	time	to	have	students	share	their	accomplishments	from	the	task.	

The	post-task	for	this	lesson	might	address	the	following:	
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• Did	 anyone	 notice	 that	 some	words	were	 le	 _____	 and	 some	 used	 la	 _____.	Why	 is	 that?	 In	
French	 there	are	 two	ways	 to	say	 ‘the’:	 ‘le’	or	 ‘la’.	That	 is	because	all	words	 in	French	are	
either	 masculine	 or	 feminine,	 and	 so	 when	 we	 talk	 about	 them	we	 have	 to	 use	 le	 or	 la,	
depending	on	what	word	it	is.	It	takes	a	really	long	time	to	learn	what	every	single	word	is-	
so	don’t	worry	about	that	now,	as	long	as	you	can	understand	the	difference.		

• Cover	 up	 labels	 one	 at	 a	 time	 and	 ask	 students	 if	 they	 can	 remember	what	 it	 is	 called	 in	
French.	 You	 can	 also	 give	 students	 time	 to	 quickly	 discuss	 in	 table	 groups	 or	 pairs	 before	
answering. 


